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South Carolina: Criminal Prosecutions 2000-2020 
 
2004 - Pregnant Woman & Friend 
 
In late 2004, a mother of three working as a migrant farmer in South Carolina took five Cytotec pills sent to her by her 
sister in Mexico. The woman was afraid she couldn’t afford to take care of another child, especially after the father 
refused to help. The woman eventually completed the abortion at home and interred the remains in her yard. Five days 
later, the police opened a criminal investigation after an acquaintance of the two women allegedly reported them to a 
local health clinic.  
 
Police interviewed the two women and then dug up the backyard grave. The woman who ended her pregnancy explained 
she didn’t go to the hospital after the abortion out of fear because another acquaintance told her she would “end up in 
jail” if she did, and she didn’t want her children to be left alone. After giving her statement to police, she was taken to a 
hospital for an examination and then immediately arrested and incarcerated at the local jail on charges of performing or 
soliciting an unlawful abortion (S.C. Code § 44-41-80) and unauthorized removal of a dead body from the place found 
(S.C. Code § 17-05-0580). The woman’s bail was set at $25,000 for the two misdemeanor charges she faced, and she 
remained incarcerated for the next four months. 
 
In late 2006, about two years after the criminal investigation into the self-managed abortion, the was indicted on 
performing or soliciting an unlawful abortion under S.C. Code § 44-41-80.  
Because she was low-income, she was represented by an attorney from the local public defender’s office and 
sentenced in early 2008, about three and a half years after the abortion. She was sentenced to 90 days incarceration at 
the county detention center, but with credit for the four months previously served, putting an end to her case after four 
years of legal proceedings.  
 
2015  
 
In 2015, a mother of two sought medical help after experiencing a pregnancy loss at home. She presented to the 
hospital without the fetal remains because she had disposed of them in her home after delivering. As a result, health 
providers called the police, who searched the woman’s residence and located the remains. Police arrested the woman 
on a felony charge of destruction or desecration of fetal remains (S.C. Code § 16-17-600(a)), and held her on a $25,000 
bond.  
 
During a bond hearing, the woman’s mother disclosed that the woman had taken abortion pills she had ordered online 
to end the pregnancy.   
 
In 2018, approximately two and a half years after the incident, she was indicted. She pleaded guilty to having 
improperly buried fetal remains and was sentenced to a year of probation, which required her to undergo random drug 
testing and perform road crew labor. 
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2018  
 
In 2018, a woman ordered abortion pills online after being told by a crisis pregnancy center that she was too far along in 
the pregnancy to have an abortion. She took the pills and sought help at her local emergency room when the pain 
became severe. At the emergency room, she disclosed to the health care personnel that she had taken abortion pills. 
She gave birth to a fetus of approximately 20 weeks, which did not survive the delivery. Hospital staff called police, who 
came to the hospital. The woman was interrogated and provided a written statement about the incident.   
 
The woman was arrested six months later and was held on a $5000 bail. She was charged under S.C. Code § 44-41-80, 
South Carolina’s self-managed abortion ban. 
 
The prosecutor assigned to the woman’s case ultimately dismissed the charges, nolle prosequi “per statute,” a year 
after the grand jury indictment.  

 
 


